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Updated: Montague Boston £500 00
Not so much a folding bike, more a full-size machine with a small footprint

Weight: 106508 Contact: wyw.montaguefoldingbike.coul by dave_atkinson on January 10, 2012 - 0030
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Tags

Fixed Gear
Montague
Montague Eoston
Singlespead
urban bike

Folding bikes are always a compromise between the folded package and the
ride characteristics. It's not a straight line correlation but the basic rule is
that the bigger-wheeled bikes are easier to get on with on the road, but not
as easy to hoik onto a train. They don't get bigger wheeled than the
Montague: this is a full sized 700c bike, so don't expec it to fit in your
glove box.

It's & full-sized ride though, and a great option if you want a 'proper’ bike for town
riding but could do with saving a bit of space, or you have a mixed commute and you
need something to stick in the car.
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The main talking point of the Montague is the frame design. It's a full-sized Aluminium
folding platform that comes in a couple of different incarnations for MTE (branded as
swissBike) and road wheels, The fold is by virtue of a rotating seat tube section: undo
the quick release on the top tube and the rear triangle folds round, and you can drop
the seat to make the whole thing a bit more compact. It's not like a Brompton or other
small wheeler that yvou can hop onto the tube with, but it is a useful size reduction if
you want to fit it inyour boot or stash it at home, and it will fit inthe bottom of an
inter-city luggage rack too.

-

The fold can be achieved in Yless than 20 seconds' according to Montague; in practice |
found it took about twice that after a few goes, That's plenty quick enough for the kind
of situations you'll be folding or unfolding it; in the car park, at the office and so on.
This incarnation folds out into a dty singlespeeder with flat bars and a 42x16 gear
that's about right for urban riding. The kit is all dependable if largely uninspiring stuff:
SR suntour cranks, Formula hubs on Alex rims, Promax brakes and a bunch of
unbranded bits and bobs to finish.

50 to the ride. Usually when you're talking about a folding bike there's plenty to talk
about on the subjec of how the fold affects the ride, but not here. | 'wouldn't advocate
riding blindfolded but were yvou to try it you'd be hard pressed to tell this was a folder,
there's nothing to give it away. The mainframe is nice and stiff without being overbuilt
to compensate for the fold, the geometry and riding position completely normal with a
fairly upright stance that's just about right for shortish town journeys. You can even fix
it up if you want, the folding mechanism doesn't affect the integrity of the rear triangle
and a flip-flop hub is standard equipment.

.

The single gear is a good balance between flat speed and dimbing ability, okay for the
steep hills of Bath but better suited to London where it also got an outing during
testing after we |lobbed it on the train. The steering is neutral and the bike's reasonably
low overall weight means you can muscle through the traffic easily. Haul on the anchors
and you can pull up without fuss; the brakes aren't top drawer but there's plenty of
power there,
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If you're going to be spending lots of time hauling the bike about in its folded state
then it's worth investing in the carrying bag. The straps attach to the frame of the bike
and the hardy cover encloses all the greasy/sharp bits. It's much easier to carry once it's
bagoed, and your boss will be glad that ywour bike isn't leaking its fluids onto the office
carpet as well.

wWhat are the downsides? Well, vou pay a premium for that folding technology, meaning
that yvou don't get quite as much singlespeed for yvour cash, and the bike though
functional isn't as stylish as some of the non-folding fixed gear competition. But if you
struggle to find space for a full-size bike and you don'twant to sacrifice ride quality,
the Boston is a good quality bike with a full-sized feel and a reduced footprint, and
definitely one to look at.

Update

wWe've now had a chance to ride not one but two Montagues; the singlespeed one above
and the MNexus E-speed version of the same bike, picured below.
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Effectively it's the same bike, just with a slightly different build. Instead of the
singlespeed drivetrain you get Shimano's Mexus S-speed hub, with a twist shifter to tun
viol through the ratios. The dropouts are forward-sloping rather than backwards
horizontal (to be honest, either would work fine here) but aside from that the frame is
the same one, Current list price for this model on the Montague UK website is £720,
F150 dearer than the singlespeed (now £570). 50, how does it stack up?

Well, given that it's the same frame the same riding notes mostly apply. The bike
doesn't ride like a folder; there's no hint of any hinge-related flex and the neutral
steering and ride position make it feel like the mid-range hybrid it would be without
the folding mechanism. Eight speeds is alot more than one though s seven mora;
adtand that makes it into maore of an all-purpose utility machine and extends its range
and, I'd say, appeal.
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The Mexus hub lacks a bit of the refinement of the dearer Alfine in the shift butit's a
likeable unit and there's no one gear that feels particularly laggy. In fact the Boston &
was happy to dip along at avery decent pace, managing the S-mile commute home (up
a big hill) only a couple of minutes slower than my benchmark Cenesis Equilibrium. The
ride position doesn't exactly encourage standing up effort but the Boston is more than
happy to spin up the hills; for lumpy Bath the bike could be geared down aratio but the
range is pretty good.

Civen that you may decide on longer rides on this Boston, you'll probakly want to swap
the saddle out for something a bit better built, as it starts to make itself known at
around the 10-mile mark and is pretty uncomfortable not long after that, It's not a
difficult swap thouagh.

Weight wise the Mexus bike stopped the needle at 12.65kg (27.2lb), 2kg heavier than
the singlespeed version, but it wasn't noticeably more slovenly as a result. In fact | was
impressed at the Boston's ability to keep a good pace.

The more utility-oriented 8 comes with quick release mudguards as standard. These
attach to brackets fitted to the brakes and can be dipped on and offwith a flick of a
cam lever, They only extend backwards and they're a bit bouncy, but the do a decent
job of protecting ywou from the worst of the road spray. 1T you're packing the bike up
small, they're very simple to remove,

Verdict

The Eoston isn't for everyone but it's a simple job toimagine a scenario where it's the
best option by far. If parking space at either end of yvour commute is limited, or you
want to do a mixed commute with a fairly long ride, then this is certainly a machine to
look at. The B-speed version extends the range somewhat at the cost of an extra 2kg,
but overall is the better of the two, Don't think of it as a folding bike, more a full-size
machine with a small footprint.
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road.cc test report

Make and model: Montague Boston

Size tested: 21

About the bike

State the frame and fork material and method of construction. List the components
used to build up the bike.

Frame Custom drawn 7005 Series. Aluminum tubing with horizontal dropouts and FIT
System.

Fork Full Cro-ko, with CLIX™ YWheel Release System Ramped Dropout.
Fims Alex. Alloy, 96 hole, Black. 700c.

Tyres kenda kwick Foller Sport 700c % 28mm slick.

Hubset Farmula. Alloy, with CLIX™ front quick release. "Flip flop" Rear.
Spokes 14 Gage

Saddle Areo Performance with "Center Gap®,

aeatpost 27 .2 X 300mm Alloy .

Handlebars Riser style 30mm rise. 230mrm wide. Alloy.

atern Kalloy, Alloy Direct Connect, 7 Degree Rise.

Crankset 5K Suntour. Alloy 42T chaimvheel withintegrated chain guard. Alloy 170mm crank
Arrm.

Brakeset Promax. Alloy. Dual Pivot Caliper brake with Alloy levers.
Pedals Platform trekking pedal. Aluminum Cage.

Bottorn Bracket Sealed Cartridge

Frame Sizes 19", 21"

Folded Size 36" x 28" x 12"

Tell us what the bike is for, and who it's aimed at. What do the manufacturers say
about it? How does that compare to your own feelings about the bike?

The spiel goes thus:

The Montague Boston™ is a full size, single-speed folding bike featuring 7O0C- wheels for
ideal riding in the city. It also includes a flip-flop hub so the rear wheel can operate as either
a fixed-gear or free-wheel setup. The Boston is a fast bike for the urban rider who wants
simnplicity with excellent performance. The Clix quick release and the patented folding system
convert the bike from full-size to trunk-size (39 ¥ 12 ¥ 28 inches) in less than 20 seconds.

Great for;

* City canyons.

* Fast getaways.

* Folding into a car trunk.

20 seconds for the fold is optimistic but otherwise there's little to argue abut here.

Frame and fork

Overall rating for frame and fork
g/ 10

Tell us about the build quality and finish of the frame and fork?

Folding mechanism is neat, welds are tidy, finish is good
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Riding the bike

Was the bike comfortable to ride? Tell us how you felt about the ride quality.

It's happy enough about town and unflustered by unsurfaced paths

Cid the bike feel stiff in the right places? Did any part of the bike feel too stiff or
too felxible?

Considering it folds it's plenty stiff, no different from a non-falding hike

How did the bike transfer power? Did it feel efficient?

The odd click to suggest chain alignment is maybe a touch out, but other than that no issues

Was there any toe-clip overlap with the front wheel? If so, was it a problem?

Mo

How would you describe the steering? Was it lively, neutral or unresponsive?
Meutral

Tell us some more about the handling. How did the bike feel overall? Did it do
particular things well or badly?

Easy to ride just about covers it. Well behawved and comfy.

Rate the bike for efficiency of power transfer:

210
Rate the bike for acceleration:

7410
Rate the bike for sprinting:

G100

Rate the bike for high speed stability:
8710

Rate the bike for cruising speed stability:
8710

Rate the bike for low speed stability:
8/10

Rate the bike for flat cornering:
2410

Rate the bike for cornering on descents:
10

Rate the bike for climbing:
710

The drivetrain

Rate the drivetrain for performance:
8710

Rate the drivetrain for durability:
9710

Rate the drivetrain for weight:
710

Rate the drivetrain for value:
7410
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Wheels and tyres

Rate the wheels and tyres for performance:
10

Rate the wheels and tyres for durability:
5410

Rate the wheels and tyres for weight:
10

Rate the wheels and tyres for comfort:
5410

Rate the wheels and tyres for value:

10
_\1 L]

Controls
Rate the controls for performance:

10
Rate the controls for durability:

10
Rate the controls for weight:

10
Rate the controls for comfort;:

10
Rate the controls for value;

G410

Your verdict
Did you enjoy riding the bike? Yes
Would YDI.I consider bUYiI’IQ the bike? | don't need a full size hike that fEI|IjS, S0 10

Would you recommend the bike to a friend? ves if it fitted their needs

Rate the bike overall for performance:
5410

Rate the bike overall for value:
7410

Overall rating: 7/10

About the tester

Age: 37 Height: 190cm Weight: 98k0
| usually ride: whatever M'rm testing... My best bike is: Genesis Equilibrium with Lltegra 6700
I'we been riding for: 10-20vears |ride: Every day | would class myself as: Experienced

| regularly do the following types of riding: tirme trialling, cyclo cross, commuting, sporives, general
fithess riding, fixed/singlespeed, mth, Mountain Bike Bog Snorkelling, track
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